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VOICE ONE:

A new musica play opened afew months ago on Broadway in New York City. Itis
cdled “The Producers’.

“The Producers’ was firg seen asamoviein Nineteen Sixty-Eight. 1t was written by
Mel Brooks. But it wasnot amusical. A few years ago, Mister Brooks decided to
write the story again asamusica for the sage. He dso wrote dl the songs.

I"'m Sarah Long. Today, Shirley Griffith and | report about “The Producers’ on the
VOA Specid English program, THISIS AMERICA.

((CUT ONE: MUSIC FROM OVERTURE TO “THE PRODUCERS”))
VOICE TWO:

Mé Brooks says the musical show “The Producers’ is hisway to honor the
Broadway shows he loved inthe past. He cdlsit atraditional musical comedy.

That istruein oneway. The show presents a funny story told through songs and
dances performed by actorsin beautiful clothes. But the story of “The Producers’ is
very different from other Broadway shows. That is because its songs and dances are
about Germany and the Nazisin the Nineteen-Thirties. The show makes fun of
German dictator Adolph Hitler and hisfollowers.

Mel Brooks has said that the best way to defeat an enemy isto make fun of him by
showing him as supid. That iswhat he has donein “The Producers.” And audiences
areloving the show. All the tickets have been sold until next year.

VOICE ONE:

“The Producers’ takes placein New Y ork City in Nineteen-Fifty-Nine. It involves
two men, Max Bialystock and Leo Bloom. Nathan Lane plays the part of Max. Max
isathestrical producer. He organizes shows on Broadway. But his latest show was a
falure

Leo Bloom is an accountant. He arrives at Max' s office to record the show' s |osses.

Matthew Broderick plays Leo. Leo tellsMax how a producer could make more
money with an unsuccessful show than with a successful one. For example, a producer
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could get one-million dollars from investors. He could produce a bad show that only
costs one- hundred-thousand dollars. When the show falls, the producer could keep
the rest of the money. Max immediately decidesto doit. HeasksLeotojoin himin
the plot in the song “We Can Do It.”

((CUT TWO: WE CAN DOIT))

Leo hates his accounting job. He wants amore exciting life. Heimagines himsdf asa
famous Broadway producer surrounded by beautiful girls ashe sngs“l WannaBe a
Producer.”

((CUT THREE: | WANNA BE A PRODUCER))

VOICE TWO:

Leo quits hisjob and decides to work with Max. Thefirst step in their planisto find
the worgt play ever written, so it will be sureto fail. They chooseamusicd cdled
“Springtime For Hitler.” They are sure it will be so bad that it will close after one
performance.

Thewriter of “Springtime For Hitler” isaformer Nazi named Franz Liebkind. He
gives Leo and Max permission to produce his show. The two producers then hire the
worgt director, worst actors and worst production team they can find. Max gets two-
million dollars to produce the show from rich old ladies he knows.

Findly, “Springtime For Hitler” opens on Broadway. It includes a huge production
number with beautiful dancing girls. Men dressed as Nazi soldiers sng about the
glories of Adolph Hitler and Nazi Germany. The song is“ Springtime For Hitler”:
((CUT FOUR: SPRINGTIME FOR HITLER))

VOICE ONE:

But Max and Leo’ splan falls. The worst thing happens. The audience lovesthe
show. They think it is supposed to be funny. The show is a huge success.

Soon, Max is arrested for sedling the investors money. Leo takes the two-million
dollars and flees to Brazil with their office secretary. Alonein jail, Max sings angrily
about his Stuation in this song, “Betrayed.”

((CUT FHIVE: BETRAYED))

VOICE TWO:

Max isfound guilty and is about to be sentenced when Leo returns to admit hispart in
the plot. Max findly recognizes what Leo meansto him. The two men express their
fedings of friendship in the song ““ Til HIm.”

((CUT SIX: “TIL HIM))

Leo and Max go to prison. But the governor pardons them. They begin producing
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successful Broadway shows, for red thistime.
((CUT SEVEN: PRISONERS OF LOVE--LEO AND MAX))
VOICE ONE:

Each year, Broadway shows compete for Tony awards. This year “The Producers’
won twelve Tony awards. That isthe most Tony awards ever given to one show.
“The Producers’ won the award for Best Musical on Broadway. Nathan Lane won
best actor inamusical for playing Max Biadystock. Cady Huffman was named best
actressin amusica for her work as the secretary. Md Brooks won the Tony for best
music and lyrics written for the theetre. “The Producers’ aso won Tony awards for
best direction, best dancing, best lighting, best costume design and best sets.

People who have seen “The Producers’ say it is great fun. The show’' s producers
reportedly are considering making the musicad into amovie. That way even more
people will be ableto enjoy it.

((TAPE CUT EIGHT: INSTEAD OF CLOSING THEME, OVERTURE TO "THE
PRODUCERS'))

VOICETWO:

This program was written by Nancy Steinbach. 1t was produced by Paul Thompson.
Our gtudio engineer was Keith Holmes. I'm Shirley Griffith.

VOICE ONE:

And I'm Sarah Long. Join us again next week for another report about life in the
United States on the VOA Specid English program, THISIS AMERICA.
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