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THE MAKING OF A NATION - October 25, 2001: New Era - 
1920s, Part 1
By Frank Beardsley 
  

VOICE ONE: 

THE MAKING OF A NATION -- A 
PROGRAM IN SPECIAL ENGLISH BY 
THE VOICE OF AMERICA. 

(THEME) 

THE YEARS AFTER WORLD WAR ONE 
WERE AN IMPORTANT TURNING POINT 
IN THE MAKING OF THE AMERICAN 
NATION. THE COUNTRY TURNED AWAY 
FROM THE PROBLEMS OF EUROPE. NOW 
IT WOULD DEAL WITH PROBLEMS OF 
ITS OWN. 

I'M MAURICE JOYCE. TODAY, KAY 
GALLANT AND I TELL ABOUT THE 
MANY CHANGES IN AMERICA DURING 
THE EARLY NINETEEN-TWENTIES. 

VOICE TWO: 

THERE WAS A PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION IN AMERICA IN NINETEEN-
TWENTY. PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON 
WAS NOT A CANDIDATE. HE HAD 
SUFFERED A STROKE AND WAS TOO 
SICK. THE TWO MAJOR CANDIDATES 
WERE DEMOCRAT JAMES COX AND 
REPUBLICAN WARREN HARDING. 
VOTERS HAD A CLEAR CHOICE 
BETWEEN THE TWO CANDIDATES. 

COX SUPPORTED THE IDEAS OF 
PRESIDENT WILSON. HE BELIEVED 
THE UNITED STATES SHOULD TAKE AN 
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ACTIVE PART IN WORLD AFFAIRS. 
HARDING OPPOSED THE IDEA OF 
INTERNATIONALISM. HE BELIEVED 
THE UNITED STATES SHOULD WORRY 
ONLY ABOUT EVENTS WITHIN ITS OWN 
BORDERS. 

WARREN HARDING WON THE ELECTION. 
BY THEIR VOTES, AMERICANS MADE 

CLEAR THEY WERE TIRED OF 
SACRIFICING LIVES AND MONEY TO 
SOLVE OTHER PEOPLE'S PROBLEMS. 
THEY JUST WANTED TO LIVE THEIR 
OWN LIVES AND MAKE THEIR OWN 
COUNTRY A BETTER PLACE. 

VOICE ONE: 

THIS WAS A GREAT CHANGE IN THE 
NATION'S THINKING. FOR TWENTY 
YEARS, SINCE THE BEGINNING OF 
THE CENTURY, THE UNITED STATES 
HAD BECOME MORE INVOLVED IN 
INTERNATIONAL EVENTS. 

YOUNG AMERICANS HAD GROWN UP 
WITH PRESIDENTS LIKE WOODROW 
WILSON AND THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
BOTH WILSON AND ROOSEVELT HAD 
ACTIVE FOREIGN POLICIES. BOTH 
HELPED START THE NATION ON THE 
ROAD TO BECOMING A MAJOR WORLD 
POWER. 

THEN CAME WORLD WAR ONE. IT WAS 
LIKE A SHARP NEEDLE THAT BURSTS 
A BALLOON. THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE ALLIES WON THE WAR AGAINST 
GERMANY AND THE CENTRAL POWERS. 
BUT THOUSANDS OF AMERICAN TROOPS 
HAD DIED IN THE EUROPEAN 
CONFLICT. AND MANY MONTHS WERE 
TAKEN UP BY THE BITTER DEBATE 
OVER THE PEACE TREATY AND THE 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
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MOST AMERICANS DID NOT WANT TO 
HEAR ABOUT EUROPE AND 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
ORGANIZATIONS ANY MORE. 

VOICE TWO: 

INSTEAD, AMERICANS BECAME MORE 
CONCERNED WITH MATERIAL THINGS. 
DURING WORLD WAR ONE, THEY HAD 
LIVED UNDER MANY KINDS OF 
RESTRICTIONS. THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT HAD CONTROLLED 
RAILROADS, SHIPPING, AND 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION. AT THE 
END OF THE WAR, THESE CONTROLS 
WERE LIFTED. INDUSTRIES THAT HAD 
BEEN MAKING WAR SUPPLIES BEGAN 
MAKING PRODUCTS FOR A PEACETIME 
ECONOMY. 

WAGES FOR MOST WORKERS IN THE 
UNITED STATES WERE HIGHER THAN 
EVER AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
NINETEEN-TWENTIES. MEN AND WOMEN 
HAD ENOUGH MONEY TO ENJOY LIFE 
MORE THAN THEY HAD IN THE PAST. 

VOICE ONE: 

TECHNOLOGY MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR 
MILLIONS OF PEOPLE TO IMPROVE 
THEIR LIVES. IT ALSO CAUSED 
GREAT CHANGES IN AMERICAN 
SOCIETY. TWO OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT NEW TECHNOLOGIES WERE 
AUTOMOBILES AND RADIO. 

IN THE EARLY YEARS OF THE 
TWENTIETH CENTURY, AUTOMOBILES 
WERE VERY COSTLY. EACH ONE WAS 
BUILT SEPARATELY BY A SMALL TEAM 
OF SKILLED WORKERS. MOST 
AMERICANS DID NOT HAVE THE MONEY 
TO OWN AN AUTOMOBILE. 

THEN HENRY FORD DECIDED TO MAKE 
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THEN HENRY FORD DECIDED TO MAKE 
CARS EVERYONE COULD BUY. HE 
BUILT THEM ON AN ASSEMBLY LINE. 
CARS WERE PUT TOGETHER, OR 
ASSEMBLED, AS THEY MOVED SLOWLY 
THROUGH THE FACTORY. EACH WORKER 
DID JUST ONE THING TO THE CAR 
BEFORE IT MOVED ON TO THE NEXT 
WORKER. IN THIS WAY, THE FORD 
MOTOR COMPANY COULD BUILD CARS 
MORE QUICKLY AND EASILY. AND IT 
COULD SELL THEM FOR MUCH LESS 
MONEY. 

VOICE TWO: 

BEFORE LONG, THERE WERE CARS 
EVERYWHERE. ALL THESE CARS 
CREATED A NEED FOR BETTER ROADS. 
OUTSIDE CITIES, MOST ROADS WERE 
MADE JUST OF DIRT. THEY WERE 
CHOKINGLY DUSTY IN DRY WEATHER 
AND IMPASSABLY MUDDY IN THE 
RAIN. 

THEY WERE ROUGH AND FULL OF 
HOLES. FEW BRIDGES CONNECTED 
ROADS ACROSS RIVERS AND STREAMS. 
AMERICA'S NEW DRIVERS DEMANDED 
THAT THESE PROBLEMS BE FIXED. 
SO, LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS 
BEGAN BUILDING AND IMPROVING 
ROADS AS THEY HAD NEVER DONE 
BEFORE. 

AS NEW ROADS WERE BUILT, MANY 
NEW BUSINESSES OPENED ALONG 
THEM. THERE WERE GASOLINE 
STATIONS AND AUTO REPAIR SHOPS, 
OF COURSE. BUT SOON THERE WERE 
EATING PLACES AND HOTELS WHERE 
TRAVELERS COULD EAT AND SLEEP. 
IN THE NINETEEN-TWENTIES, THE 
UNITED STATES WAS BECOMING A 
NATION OF CAR-LOVERS. 

VOICE ONE: 
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VOICE ONE: 

CARS CHANGED MORE THAN THE WAY 
AMERICANS TRAVELED. THEY CHANGED 
THE WAY AMERICANS LIVED. THEY 
REMOVED SOME OF THE LIMITATIONS 
OF LIVING CONDITIONS. 

FOR EXAMPLE, FAMILIES WITH CARS 
NO LONGER HAD TO LIVE IN NOISY, 
CROWDED CITIES. THEY COULD LIVE 
IN SUBURBS -- THE WIDE-OPEN 
AREAS OUTSIDE CITIES. THEY COULD 
USE THEIR CAR TO DRIVE TO WORK 
IN THE CITY. 

BUSINESSES MOVED, TOO. NO LONGER 
DID THEY HAVE TO BE CLOSE TO 
RAILROAD LINES. WITH NEW CARS 
AND TRUCKS, THEY COULD TRANSPORT 
THEIR GOODS WHERE THEY WANTED, 
WHEN THEY WANTED. THEY WERE NO 
LONGER LIMITED BY TRAIN TIMES. 

CARS ALSO MADE LIFE ON FARMS 
LESS LONELY. IT BECAME MUCH 
EASIER FOR FARM FAMILIES TO GO 
TO TOWN ON BUSINESS OR TO VISIT 
FRIENDS. 

VOICE TWO: 

CARS HELPED AMERICANS LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THEIR NATION. IN THE 
NINETEEN-TWENTIES, PEOPLE COULD 
DRIVE ALL ACROSS THE LAND FOR 
NOT MUCH MONEY. PLACES THAT USED 
TO BE DAYS APART NOW SEEMED 
SUDDENLY CLOSER. 

FAMILIES THAT NORMALLY STAYED 
HOME ON WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS 
BEGAN TO EXPLORE THE COUNTRY. 
THEY DROVE TO THE SEASHORES AND 
LAKESHORES. TO THE MOUNTAINS AND 
FORESTS. TO PLACES OF HISTORICAL 
IMPORTANCE OR NATURAL BEAUTY. 
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VOICE ONE: 

NOT ALL THE CHANGES LINKED TO 
THE CAR WERE GOOD, OF COURSE. 

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS BECAME MORE 
COMMON AND DEADLY. OTHER FORMS 
OF TRANSPORTATION, SUCH AS 
RAILROADS, BEGAN TO SUFFER FROM 
THE COMPETITION. SOME RAILROADS 
HAD TO CLOSE DOWN. HORSES AND 
WAGONS -- ONCE THE MOST COMMON 
FORM OF TRANSPORTATION -- BEGAN 
TO DISPPEAR FROM CITY STREETS. 

THERE WERE NOT ENOUGH CARS IN 
THE NINETEEN-TWENTIES TO CAUSE 
SEVERE AIR POLLUTION. BUT THE 
AIR WAS BECOMING LESS PURE EVERY 
YEAR. AND THE ROADS WERE 
BECOMING MORE CROWDED AND NOISY. 

VOICE TWO: 

WHILE THE AUTOMOBILE GREATLY 
CHANGED AMERICA'S 
TRANSPORTATION, RADIO GREATLY 
CHANGED ITS COMMUNICATION. 

THE FIRST RADIO STATION OPENED 
IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA IN 
NINETEEN-TWENTY. WITHIN TEN 
YEARS, THERE WERE HUNDREDS OF 
OTHERS. THERE WERE MORE THAN 
THIRTEEN-MILLION RADIO 
RECEIVERS. MOST OF THE RADIO 
STATIONS WERE OWNED BY LARGE 
BROADCASTING NETWORKS. THESE 
NETWORKS WERE ABLE TO BROADCAST 
THE SAME PROGRAM TO STATIONS ALL 
OVER THE COUNTRY. 

VOICE ONE: 

MOST PROGRAMS WERE SIMPLE AND 
ENTERTAINING. THERE WERE RADIO 
PLAYS, COMEDY SHOWS, AND MUSIC 
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PLAYS, COMEDY SHOWS, AND MUSIC 
PROGRAMS. BUT THERE ALSO WERE 
NEWS REPORTS AND POLITICAL 
EVENTS. MILLIONS OF PEOPLE WHO 
NEVER READ NEWSPAPERS NOW HEARD 
THE NEWS ON RADIO. CITIZENS 
EVERYWHERE COULD HEAR THE 
PRESIDENT'S VOICE. 

LIKE THE AUTOMOBILE, RADIO 
HELPED BRING AMERICANS TOGETHER. 
THEY WERE ABLE TO SHARE MANY OF 
THE SAME EVENTS AND EXPERIENCES. 

VOICE TWO: 

RADIO ALSO WAS A GREAT HELP TO 
COMPANIES. BUSINESSES COULD BUY 
TIME ON RADIO PROGRAMS FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS. IN THESE 'ADS', 
THEY TOLD LISTENERS ABOUT THEIR 
PRODUCTS. THEY URGED THEM TO BUY 
THE PRODUCTS: CARS. ELECTRIC 
REFRIGERATORS. FOODS. MEDICINES. 
IN THIS WAY, COMPANIES QUICKLY 
AND EASILY CREATED A NATIONWIDE 
DEMAND FOR THEIR GOODS. 

AUTOMOBILES AND RADIOS WERE NOT 
THE ONLY NEW TECHNOLOGIES TO 
CHANGE AMERICAN LIFE IN THE DAYS 
AFTER WORLD WAR ONE. STILL ONE 
MORE INVENTION WOULD HAVE A 
GREAT EFFECT ON HOW AMERICANS 
SPENT THEIR TIME AND MONEY. THAT 
WAS THE MOTION PICTURE. 

IT WILL BE OUR STORY NEXT WEEK. 

(THEME) 

VOICE ONE: 

YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO THE 
MAKING OF A NATION -- A PROGRAM 
IN SPECIAL ENGLISH BY THE VOICE 
OF AMERICA. YOUR NARRATORS WERE 
MAURICE JOYCE AND KAY GALLANT. 
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MAURICE JOYCE AND KAY GALLANT. 
OUR PROGRAM WAS WRITTEN BY FRANK 
BEARDSLEY. JOIN US AGAIN NEXT 
WEEK AT THIS SAME TIME, WHEN WE 
WILL TELL MORE ABOUT THE SOCIAL 
AND POLITICAL CHANGES IN AMERICA 
IN THE NINETEEN-TWENTIES. 
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