NAT-Election of 1912 5

OPEH]

"€ WOICEIOFAMERIC?

Download audio -- choose a format: RealAudio | MP3

DATE=8-16-2001
TITLEETHE MAKING OF A NATION #154 - ELECTION OF 1912
BYLINE=FRANK BEARDSLEY

VOICE ONE:
THE MAKING OF A NATION -- A PROGRAM IN SPECIAL ENGLISH.
(THEME)

THE FIRST TEN YEARS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY IN AMERICA WERE
SHAPED BY THE STRONG LEADERSHIP OF PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT.
AND IN THE SECOND DECADE, ROOSEVELT RETURNED TO NATIONAL POLITICS
TO BRING, ONCE MORE, DRAMATIC CHANGES TO THE UNITED STATES.

IN NINETEEN-TWELVE, HE ORGANIZED A NEW POLITICAL PARTY: THE
PROGRESSIVES. ROOSEVELT CREATED THISNEW PARTY AFTER HE FAILED
TO WIN THE REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION. THE REPUBLICAN
CONVENTION OF NINETEEN-TWELVE HAD BEEN CONTROLLED BY CONSERVATIVE
SUPPORTERS OF PRESIDENT WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT. AND THEY NOMINATED
TAFT FOR FOUR MORE YEARS IN THE WHITE HOUSE.

VOICE TWO:

ASA RESULT, ROOSEVELT BROKE WITH THE REPUBLICANS. AND HE AND

HIS SUPPORTERS HELD THEIR OWN CONVENTION. THEY FORMED THE
PROGRESSIVE PARTY AND APPROVED A PLATFORM THAT PROMISED REFORMS.
THESE REFORM S WERE PROPOSED TO MAKE THE GOVERNMENT SERVE THE
PEOPLE AND CARRY OUT MORE FULLY THEIR DESIRE FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY ALSO NOMINATED A CANDIDATE WHO SUPPORTED
PROGRESSIVE IDEAS. THE DEMOCRATS CHOSE GOVERNOR WOODROW WILSON

OF NEW JERSEY, A FORMER PRESIDENT OF PRINCETON UNIVERSITY.

SO, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MANY YEARS, THERE WERE THREE MAJOR
CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT. WILSON CLEARLY HAD THE BEST CHANCE TO
WIN. HE HAD THE SUPPORT OF ALMOST ALL THE DEMOCRATS. THE
REPUBLICANS, HOWEVER, WERE SPLIT. SOME SUPPORTED TAFT. THE
OTHERS WERE FOR ROOSEVELT.

VOICE ONE:

http://152.75.128.7/speci al /nat-1912-€l ection081601.html 01-8-17



NAT-Election of 1912 2/5

ROOSEVELT REFUSED TO ACCEPT THE IDEA OF DEFEAT. HE CAMPAIGNED
HARD, VISITING MANY CITIESAND TOWNS, MAKING SPEECH AFTER SPEECH.
WILSON ALSO CAMPAIGNED HARD. HE SEEMED TO ENJOY IT ASMUCH AS
ROOSEVELT.

TAFT DID NOT LIKEIT AT ALL. HE REFUSED TO DO MUCH CAMPAIGNING.
HE SPENT MOST OF THE TIME AT HISSUMMER HOME.

ITWASA QUIET ELECTION CAMPAIGN. . .UNTIL THE MIDDLE OF OCTOBER.
THEN, ONLY THREE WEEKS BEFORE ELECTION DAY, ROOSEVELT WAS SHOT.

VOICE TWO:

IT HAPPENED IN MILWAUKEE. ROOSEVELT HAD JUST LEFT HISHOTEL AND
CLIMBED INTO THE AUTOMOBILE THAT WOULD CARRY HIM TO THE HALL
WHERE HE PLANNED TO MAKE A SPEECH. ASHE STOOD IN THE OPEN CAR,
AN EXTREMIST NAMED JOHN SCHRANK RAN UP TO HIM, PULLED A GUN FROM
HIS COAT, AND FIRED A BULLET INTO ROOSEVELT'S CHEST.

THE BULLET KNOCKED HIM DOWN. ROOSEVELT SAID IT FELT ASIFHE HAD
BEEN KICKED BY A MULE. HE JUMPED UP AND PUT HISHAND TO THE
WOUND. THE BULLET HAD PASSED THROUGH THE INSIDE POCKET OF HIS
COAT. IT STRUCK A STEEL CASE THAT HELD HISGLASSES, AND WENT
THROUGH THE FOLDED HFTY PAGES OF HISWRITTEN SPEECH. THESE
SLOWED THE BULLET, AND IT WENT ONLY A FEW CENTIMETERSINTO HIS
CHEST.

VOICE ONE:

ROOSEVELT DID NOT KNOW IF HE WAS SERIOUSLY WOUNDED. HE PUT HIS
HAND TO HISMOUTH AND COUGHED. NO BLOOD CAME. AND HE KNEW THE
SHOT HAD NOT DAMAGED HISLUNGS. ROOSEVELT ORDERED THE CROWD
AROUND TO STOP BEATING SCHRANK. "BRING HIM TO ME," HE SAID. HE
LOOKED DOWN AT THE MAN. "YOU POOR CREATURE," SAID ROOSEVELT.
THEN HE TURNED AWAY.

DOCTORSARRIVED. THEY SAID ROOSEVELT MUST GO AT ONCE TO THE
HOSPITAL. BUT ROOSEVELT REFUSED. HE SAID HE WOULD GO TO THE
HALL. "I WILL MAKE THIS SPEECH," HE SAID, "ORDIE. IT WILL BE

ONE OR THE OTHER." ON HISWAY TO THE HALL, HETOLD A FRIEND:

“IT TAKESMORE THAN THAT TOKILL A ROOSEVELT. | DONOT CARE A
RAPABOUT BEING SHOT. NOT A RAP."

VOICE TWO:

AT THEHALL, HE STOOD BEFORE THE BIG CROWD. HISFACE WASWHITE.
BUT HE STOOD STRAIGHT, WITHOUT HELP. SOMEONE ANNOUNCED THAT
ROOSEVELT HAD BEEN WOUNDED, BUT STILL PLANNED TO SPEAK.

ROOSEVELT'SVOICE WASVERY LOW, ALMOST A WHISPER. "I AM GOING TO
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ASK YOU TO BE VERY QUIET. AND PLEASE EXCUSE ME FROM MAKING A
LONG SPEECH. | WILL DO THE BEST | CAN. BUT THERE ISA BULLET IN
ME." HE PAUSED AND THEN CONTINUED. "IT ISNOTHING. | AM NOT
HURT BADLY. | HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY. AND | WILL SAY IT ASLONG
ASTHEREISLIFEIN MY BODY ."

VOICE ONE:

ROOSEVELT'S SPEECH WAS NOT IMPORTANT. HE SAID NOTHING THAT HE
HAD NOT ALREADY SAID MANY TIMES BEFORE. WHAT WAS IMPORTANT,
HOWEVER, WAS HIS COOL COURAGE. MEN DID NOT SEEHISACT AS
FOOLISH OR OVERLY-DRAMATIC. THEY SAW IT ASTHE BRAVE ACT OF A
STRONG MAN. TO THE PUBLIC, HE WAS A HERO.

ROOSEVELT SPOKE FOR ALMOST AN HOUR. FINALLY, VERY WEAK, HE LET
HIMSELF BE HELPED FROM THE HALL. HE WASRUSHED TO A HOSPITAL
WHERE DOCTORS COULD EXAMINE THE WOUND.

VOICE TWO:

THE DOCTORS FOUND THAT THE BULLET HAD BROKEN A RIB, BUT CAUSED NO
SERIOUSDAMAGE. THEY DECIDED TO LEAVE THE BULLET WHERE IT WAS.

THE NEXT DAY, ROOSEVELT MADE A STATEMENT FROM HISHOSPITAL BED.
"TELL THE PEOPLE NOT TO WORRY ABOUT ME. FOR IF | GO DOWN,
ANOTHERWILL TAKEMY PLACE."

PRESIDENT TAFT AND WOODROW WILSON SENT MESSAGES OF REGRET TO
ROOSEVELT. THEY ANNOUNCED THAT THEY WOULD NOT CAMPAIGN UNTIL
ROOSEVELT WASABLE TO DO SO.

VOICE ONE:

ROOSEVELT'S CONDITION IMPROVED QUICKLY. AFTER TWO WEEKS OF REST,
HE WASREADY TO CONTINUE HIS CAMPAIGN FOR THE PRESIDENCY. HE
MADE A SPEECH TO A BIG CROWD AT MADISON SQUARE GARDEN IN NEW YORK
CITY. EVERYONE WAS SURPRISED TO SEE HOW STRONG AND HEALTHY HE
SEEMED.

WILSON ENDED HIS CAMPAIGN IN NEW YORK CITY THE NEXT DAY. HETOLD
A CHEERING CROWD OF DEMOCRATS: "WHAT THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY
PROPOSESTO DO ISTO GO INTO POWER AND DO THE THINGS THAT THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY HASBEEN TALKING ABOUT FOR SIXTEEN YEARS."

VOICE TWO:

ON NOVEMBER FIFTH, THE PEOPLE VOTED. THE WINNER WAS WOODROW
WILSON. HE RECEIVED MORE THAN SIX-MILLION VOTES. ROOSEVELT WAS
SECOND WITH FOUR-MILLION. TAFT RECEIVED ONLY ABOUT THREE AND A
HALF MILLION. WILSON'SVICTORY WASEVEN GREATER IN THE ELECTORAL
VOTE. HE GOT FOUR-HUNDRED THIRTY-FIVE. ROOSEVELT GOT ONLY
EIGHTY-EIGHT. AND TAFT RECEIVED ONLY THE EIGHT ELECTORAL VOTES

http://152.75.128.7/speci al /nat-1912-€l ection081601.html 01-8-17



NAT-Election of 1912 4/5

OF UTAH AND VERMONT.

THE DEMOCRATSWON NOT ONLY THE WHITE HOUSE, BUT ALSO CONTROL OF
CONGRESS. AND A NUMBER OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNORS WERE ELECTED IN
STATESFORMERLY CONTROLLED BY REPUBLICANS.

VOICE ONE:

THE NINETEEN-TWELVE CAMPAIGN ENDED PUBLIC LIFE FOR THEODORE
ROOSEVELT. SOON AFTER THE ELECTION, A FRIEND VISITED ROOSEVELT
AND TALKED OF POSSIBLE VICTORY IN NINETEEN-SIXTEEN.

"I THOUGHT YOU WERE A BETTER POLITICIAN," ROOSEVELT SAID. "THE
FIGHT ISOVER. WE ARE BEATEN. THERE ISONLY ONE THING TO DO.
THAT ISTO GO BACK TO THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. YOU CANNOT HOLD A
PARTY LIKE THE PROGRESSIVE PARTY TOGETHER. THERE ARE NO LOAVES
AND FISHES. . .NO FINANCIAL SUPPORT."

VOICE TWO:

WAR WAS SOON TO BREAK OUT IN EUROPE. THE UNITED STATESWOULD
ENTER THE STRUGGLE IN NINETEEN-SEVENTEEN.

ASALWAYS, ROOSEVELT WASREADY TO JOIN IN A FIGHT. HE ASKED FOR
PERMISSION TO ORGANIZE AN AMERICAN FORCE AND LEAD IT INTOBATTLE
IN FRANCE. PRESIDENT WILSON, HOWEVER, TURNED DOWN THE REQUEST.
ROOSEVELT WAS SURE THAT IT WASA POLITICAL DECISION. HE NEVER
FORGAVE WILSON FOR KEEPING HIM OUT OF THE WAR.

ALTHOUGH ROOSEVELT HIMSELF COULD NOT FIGHT, FOUR OF HIS SONSWENT
INTOBATTLE. ONE -- HISYOUNGEST SON QUENTIN -- DID NOT RETURN.
WHEN HE RECEIVED NEWS OF HIS SON'S DEATH, ROOSEVELT WROTE THESE
WORDS TO HONOR HIM:

VOICE ONE:

"ONLY THOSE ARE FIT TO LIVE WHO DO NOT FEAR TO DIE. AND NONE ARE
FIT TO DIE WHO HAVE SHRUNK FROM THE JOY OF LIFE. BOTH LIFE AND
DEATH ARE PARTS OF THE SAME GREAT ADVENTURE. ALL OF USWHO GIVE
SERVICE AND STAND READY FOR SACRIFICE ARE TORCH BEARERS. WE RUN
WITH THE TORCHES UNTIL WE FALL, SATISFIED IF WE CAN THEN PASS
THEM TO THE HANDS OF OTHER RUNNERS.

"THE TORCHES WHOSE FLAME ISBRIGHTEST ARE CARRIED BY THE BRAVE
MEN ON THE BATTLEFIELD AND BY THE BRAVE WOMEN WHOSE HUSBANDS,
LOVERS, SONS, AND BROTHERS STRUGGLE THERE. THESE ARE THE TORCH
BEARERS. THESE ARE THEY WHO HAVE DARED THE GREAT ADVENTURE."
VOICE TWO:

ROOSEVELT'SOWN GREAT ADVENTURE WASITSELF COMING TO AN END.
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HE SUFFERED FROM PAINFUL ATTACKS OF INFLAMMATORY RHEUMATISM AND
FROM A SERIOUS EAR INFECTION. HE HAD DIFFICULTY IN HEARING AND
COULD NOT WALK. BUT THE OLD MAN WASSTILL CHEERFUL. HE SPENT
HISSIXTIETH BIRTHDAY IN THE HOSPITAL. AND TOHISFAMILY AND

FRIENDS, HE SAID: "I AM AHEAD OF THE GAME. NOBODY EVER PACKED

MORE KINDS OF FUN AND INTEREST INTO SIXTY YEARS."

DEATH CAME TO ROOSEVELT ASHE SLEPT ON THE NIGHT OF JANUARY

SIXTH, NINETEEN-NINETEEN. SAID VICE PRESIDENT THOMAS MARSHALL:
"DEATH HAD TO TAKE HIM SLEEPING. FOR IF ROOSEVELT HAD BEEN

AWAKE, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN A FIGHT."

(THEME)

VOICE ONE:

YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO THE SPECIAL ENGLISH PROGRAM THE MAKING

OF A NATION. YOUR NARRATORS WERE MAURICE JOYCE AND LEO SCULLY.
OUR PROGRAM WASWRITTEN BY FRANK BEARDSLEY.
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